
Africamuseum:
• Heterogenous multidisciplinary 

collections

• Digitization using wide range 
of tools, techniques and 
methods

Two kinds of projects 

involving volunteers:

• Citizen Science

• Crowdsourcing





Crowdsourcing 
projects:
• Data collection

• Online

• Require no specific skills

• No training

• Anonymous



• On DoeDat crowdsourcing platform run by Meise Botanic garden (www.doedat.be)

• Transcription of handwritten text (labels, records in registers, repertories)

Ornithological registers 
(~100 books -> 100000 sp.)

Odonata  project Lepidoptera  project

Ornithological 
registration sheets 

http://www.doedat.be/


DoeDat
DaRWiN 

CMS
Virtual 

collection
Digital 

specimen

Outputs:

The transcribed data are downloaded as csv. After cleaning, the data is uploaded 

to our collection management system DaRWiN and the images to the Virtual collection. 



Citizen Science projects: 

• Participative

• Answering specific scientific 
question, monitoring

• On site

• Require training or specific 
scientific protocols



WHO recommends 

snail control but lack 

of snail data & 

experts

Citizens help in snail 

monitoring

Predictive modelling of 

disease transmission sites

Bilharzia: a tropical disease 

transmitted by freshwater snails

ATRAP project | Prevention of snail-borne diseases



OBJECTIVE: Localize and quantify “natural” disaster 

occurrence and impacts

HARISSA -> GeoObservers (2019-now) 



CRESCO 2023: Citizen REScuers for Collections

• Citizens and researchers join forces to study collections and make them accessible 
worldwide. 

• CRESCO has received funding from the IMPETUS consortium and is part of the 
IMPETUS Accelerator for Citizen Science program.



Vyakulani Africa 2024 | Record the food 

traditions of the African diasporas in Belgium

• Qualitative data: interviews with the African Diaspora 

community members and photos of dishes cooked in 

Belgium

• The project helped formulate new research questions

and was reconducted for a second edition in 2025-

2026

• Bottom-up methodology: The Food Bridge vzw

facilitates and maintains the connection between

researchers, diaspora community members and citizen

scientists

-> Vyakulani Diaspora Women



Volunteers helping to identify the rightful owners of the various sound recordings. Manon takes 

particular charge of unpublished collections, while Franck and Julien work together on published 

collections. 

BE-MUSIC project | Create a multi-lingual 

information platform for musical heritage 







Social impact (from Cresco)
• 26 citizen scientists (14 on site)​ 

• 50% women​ 

• 43% had a migrant background 

• 171 event participants 

• 56,000 on social media 

On site​:

• 90% more confidence in the 
Africamuseum​ 

• 64% would register for nature 
conservation training 

• 73% more skills in scientific 
research



Scientific and economic 
impact:
• 3 published datasets​

• Contribution to SmartWoodID, the 
first reference database of wood 
samples for AI training

• New methods for wood samples 
and for the digitization of glass 
slides

• Minimum cost savings: €26,800



Conclusions | Added value
For collection and research:

✔ Accelerates data collection

✔ Expanding data collection at a scale impossible for professionals alone

✔ Enriching metadata for global discovery

✔ Scales up data analysis

✔ Physical preservation support

For monitoring and field research:

✔ CS can help answer many of society's questions

✔ CS tackles data gap in (Central) Africa

✔ CS contributes to raising awareness in the studied fields

✔ CS engage the community but…

✔ Co-creation is a key!

For society:

✔ Reconnect science with society -> Open Science

✔ Community engagement

✔ Fostering education



Challenges
• CS in Africa is not volunteering; it has 

a cost!

• CS network development requires 
human & financial resources

• Collection-oriented institution can only 
benefit from CS and/or crowdsourcing 
if there is enough support for collection 
management and digitization.


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Crowdsourcing projects:
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Citizen Science projects:  
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Social impact (from Cresco)
	Slide 15: Scientific and economic impact:
	Slide 16
	Slide 17

