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Context

Results from 2 deliverables under WP1, Belgian National Node:

- D.1.1.1 Report on national research institutions 

- D.1.3.1 Identification of synergies

Activities included:

- Mapping Belgian institutions working/linked to NSC

- Mapping collections

- Looking for synergies

- Highlight the added value of DiSSCo in Belgium

WPs and architecture of BE DiSSCo Fed



Belgium's Natural Science Collections

Institutions related to DiSSCo

(Fed, Flanders, third parties)
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Collections per fields of Natural Sciences and per institutions
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How many items in Belgian NSC in total?



Belgium's Natural Science Collections

How many items in Belgian NSC in total? + 61.250.000
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Beyond collections, a network of expertise
Every institution brings a unique set of strengths and expertise

Some common points:

- Fundamental societal missions

- Supporting science, policy and innovation

- No single institution can do everything
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Synergies already exist
Belgian institutions already collaborate: 3 flagship examples

One portal connecting collections 

from RBINS, RMCA and Meise.

Federal programme 

accelerating digitisation.

Entomology digitisation 

partnership – P. Semal

DiSSCo in Belgium does not start from scratch: it builds upon existing successful collaborations

> Services & contributions to initiatives (GBIF, CETAF, LifeWatch, EOSC, LTER, EMODnet) 



DiSSCo in Belgium: 
Opportunity to transform a collection and expertise landscape into an integrated 

research infrastructure connected to European levels

3D & AI digitisation

AI-assisted 

digitisation

Seed bank 

& botany

Marine data & 

sciences

Tropical 

biodiversity

Geology
Herbariums & 

models
Living collections

DNA

Bacteria

Soil

Collections / Institutions / Services

→ DiSSCo Belgium 

→ DiSSCo ERIC

→ Europe

Structured network equipped with:

• National Node

• Centres of Excellence

• Shared collections

• Shared services

• Shared standards

• Shared objectives



Collections / Institutions / Services

→ DiSSCo Belgium 

→ DiSSCo ERIC

→ Europe

DiSSCo in Belgium: 
Opportunity to transform a collection and expertise landscape into an integrated 

research infrastructure connected to European levels

Structured network equipped with:

• National Node

• Centres of Excellence

• Shared collections

• Shared services

• Shared standards

• Shared objectives

A true added value for Belgian science

Increase Visibility: Collections & 

services become discoverable globally.

Connect institutions: 

Link collections, data and 

expertise
Accelerate processes: AI-

enabled digitisation workflows.

Leverage Funding 

& Influence: Linked 

programmes and 

strategic decisions.



Conclusion 

Belgium already contributes globally to Natural Sciences: 

Collections, Synergies, Services, Initiatives (GBIF, CETAF, LifeWatch, EOSC, LTER, EMODnet) 

DiSSCo Belgium would give these contributions a common voice and stronger impact at the European and 

international levels.

DiSSCo Belgium support Belgian knowledge to become even more discoverable, connected, reusable 

and ready for future science and policy

THANK YOU
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