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Belgium's Natural Science Collections

_——

i
GHENT
~_ UNIVERSITY

VRIJE
UNIVERS
BRUSSEL
-

UMONS

—_— Université de Mons UI.B

Unwersnteat K M D A

n
INSTITUTE i
" TROPICAL

MEDICINE

ANTWERPF
ey ~

Institutions related to DiSSCo

(Fed,

, third parties)

w2

“.

W UCLouvain B

UNIVERSITE

DE

NAMUR

"~

ey

Meise

sBotanic Garden m

DOMG-VPO -GEOTHEEK

[»»[uHASSELT|

museum

zu LIEGE

" RESEARCH INSTITUTE
NATURE AND FOREST

@ W
N = G
.be




Belgium's Natural Science Collections
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Beyond collections, a network of expertise
Every institution brings a unique set of strengths and expertise

United, Belgian Tropical
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Beyond collections, a network of expertise
Every institution brings a unique set of strengths and expertise
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Some common points:
- Fundamental societal missions DNA

- Supporting science, policy and innovation Bacteria
- No single institution can do everything



Synergies already exist

Belgian institutions already collaborate: 3 flagship examples

DIGIT Digitization peogramene of the Belgian Sclence Policy

Preserving Belgium's rich cultural and scientific heritage and disclosing
those valuable assets for researchers and the general public is important

DIGIT, the Digitization Programme of the Belgian Science Policy (BELSPO), d
aims to supp;rlt the Belgian federal museums, libracies and archives with the F e e ral prO g ra m m e

digitization of their cultural and scientific patrimony. I t_ d . ,t_ t,
BELSPO, with its 10 Federal Scientific Institutions -, offers Belglan scientists acce era I ng I g I Isa I On ’
an exceptional framework and toolset for their research activities. Their
collections attract more than 1.2 million visitors per year. These 10
institutions, together with the Royal Beigian Film Archive (CINEMATEK) (-~ are
the primary content partners of the DIGIT programme

DIGIT

®
h _Em’ AER lcmﬁ Hexap oda‘n

One portal connecting collections 17.000.000  6.000.000  6.000.000 D
from RBINS, RMCA and Meise.

Entomology digitisation
70-000 10.000 10000 £ | partnership — P. Semal

> Services & contributions to initiatives (GBIF, CETAF, LifeWatch, EOSC, LTER, EMODnet)

DiSSCo in Belgium does not start from scratch: it builds upon existing successful collaborations



DiISSCo in Belgium:

Opportunity to transform a collection and expertise landscape into an integrated
research infrastructure connected to European levels

Tropical
Collections / Institutions / Services / bIOdlverSIty
— DiSSCo Belgium MSHNS Catas: I
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— DiISSCo ERIC & bota .
3D & Al digitisation Sail
— Europe
D

Structured network equipped with: / ﬁaSSiSted
. Nat|0na| NOde GGOlogy Herbariums & d|g|tlsat|0n
Centres of Excellence > MEREE s sallsaitons

Shared collections
Shared services DNA
Shared standards Bacteria

Shared objectives



DiISSCo in Belgium:

Opportunity to transform a collection and expertise landscape into an integrated
research infrastructure connected to European levels

Collections / Institutions / Services _ _
., DISSCo Belgium A true added value for Belgian science
Connect institutions:

— DiISSCo ERIC Link collections, data and

expertise
Accelerate processes: Al-

enabled digitisation workflows.

— Europe

Structured network equipped with: Increase Visibility: Collections &
. services become discoverable globally.
National Node 2 U
Leverage Funding
& Influence: Linked

Shared collections programmes and
strategic decisions.

Centres of Excellence

Shared services
Shared standards

Shared objectives



Conclusion

Belgium already contributes globally to Natural Sciences:
‘ Collections, Synergies, Services, Initiatives (GBIF, CETAF, LifeWatch, EOSC, LTER, EMODnet)

DiSSCo Belgium would give these contributions a common voice and stronger impact at the European and
international levels.

DiSSCo Belgium support Belgian knowledge to become even more discoverable, connected, reusable
and ready for future science and policy
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